Equality at Salway Ash Primary School 

Parent and carer views February 2016
The following questions on equality and inclusion at Salway Ash were addressed to all parents.
Parents were informed that this information would be used to form part of the Equality policy and actions for the school .
Does your child have everything they need in place here to access the school curriculum? Yes/no (if not please specify) Example: resources to support learning /Classroom support etc.
All responses to this question were positive. No further comments were offered.

Do you believe your child is able to access the school building? Yes/no (if not please specify) If the school has made changes for your child please explain.

The only concern raised was that the very youngest children can struggle to open the heavy front doors if coming in alone. 
This was identified to be an issue primarily for the children coming to school on the bus. Older bus children have been asked to wait at the doors, holding them open until all children from the bus are inside. The doors have also been adjusted to try to make them lighter.

_________________________________________________________________

Has your child been subject to bullying of any kind? (Racist, Religious, homophobic, gay, disability related etc…) If so how well did the school deal with this issue?

Generally most parents felt they had not come across bullying at school.
Three parents said they had experienced some low level bullying such as name calling however staff had been very supportive, had dealt with it quickly and efficiently and the situation had been carefully monitored.
Do you think any particular groups of pupils seem to be isolated or less well treated than any other groups? (please say how and why?)

One parent felt that some children get more opportunities to perform in assemblies than others. 
Teachers are careful to include a wide variety of children in all services and assemblies and will ensure this continues to happen and all children take part in a way suited to their confidence and ability.

Do you feel welcome (if you chose) to join in with the PTA or the governors or volunteer to support in classes/clubs? (if not please state why)

All parents felt very welcome but one felt that sometimes communication from these areas was insufficient. 
This has been addressed by designating a PTA area on the board in the entrance hall, a secure facebook parents group run by the PTA and using the eschools communications portal.

_________________________________________________________________

Do you believe that the school is promoting the pupils spiritual, moral, social and cultural development effectively? (assemblies/class lessons/staff input/life skills) Can you say how this might further improve?

All felt these areas were very well addressed particularly in Friday assemblies where British Values are celebrated. 
Performances (particularly Christmas) are relevant and current.

It was suggested that we could increase our contact with other cultures and communities with more visits from outside such as the Maasai Warriors who have visited a few times and put on a display. 

Also, strong male and female characters could be invited in to school to help inspire the children.
These points will be followed up and contacts made with possible visitors. Also, a board created to display successes of past pupils.
We are looking forward to building a positive relationship with a class of children in India being taught by our Year 3 and 4 teacher who is on leave for a year to teach there.

_________________________________________________________________

Do you think there are any differences in the way boys and girls are treated here?

Parents felt that the school encourages individual learning and preferences of each child. 
Parents were pleased that girls were encouraged to participate in a wide range of sports as well as boys.

_________________________________________________________________

Any other comments you wish to make regarding equality and or inclusion at Salways Ash School?

“I think the talent show is a great example of inclusion. So many children encouraged to shine in so many different ways and time dedicated to ensuring they succeed.  I would like to see non–faith based ‘moralities’ included in the RE curriculum.”
The school have increased their emphasis on ‘british values’ incorporating an understanding and encouragement of these into lessons and assemblies.

“The school is a very positive environment”

“The school fosters a positive approach to equality and it shows in how the pupils play and interact with other pupils of all ages”

“The school continues to treat all children equally to include them in all aspects of school life and to teach them the importance of equality and inclusion”

“We have had no concerns over our children’s inclusion and development at Salway Ash”

“I think the school seems to have inclusion very much at it’s heart and I’m always really impressed and touched by the way that children of all ages seem to accept and care about each other. I think the nurturing environment at school probably influences the children.

Thank you very much for your time and comments.

