Salway Ash CE VA School

Collective Worship Policy
This policy has been drawn up by the Collective Worship co-ordinator, the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors.

Salway Ash School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided school and as such has a Trust Deed which states that worship should be ‘in accordance with the principles and practices of the Church of England’.

In accordance with legal requirements (School Standards & Framework Act 1998) an act of collective worship is provided daily for all pupils except those withdrawn by parents.  The school expects that withdrawal will only be made following discussions with the Headteacher, followed by written confirmation of withdrawal.  The school has a system of suitable supervision for children withdrawn from acts of worship.
Mission Statement

At Salway Ash School we care for our children by providing the best possible quality of learning within a secure and happy environment, where the efforts and achievements of everyone are valued.  We are committed to developing each child’s full potential through academic success, musical and creative opportunities and sporting endeavour.  As an important part of the community, the school is known for its family atmosphere, Christian ethos and moral values.  Our children will be recognised as being happy, confident and caring.  Acts of Collective Worship draw all these strands together in a way which underpins and reinforces the Christian ethos of the school.
Because we aim for acts of worship to be inclusive of all pupils, there is an expectation that all pupils will be present.  Careful planning and preparation ensure that there are clear learning intentions for pupils.  Collective worship is first and foremost for the educational benefit of all pupils, but staff are encouraged to share in the worship.  It is a shared activity that allows for a variety of responses and provides an opportunity for those of any religious faith or none to focus and reflect on stimuli which allow the human spirit to respond with integrity.  The school is committed to respect the integrity of the religious communities from which pupils come.  The school offers the opportunity to explore, reflect upon and respond to the mystery and meaning of the Christian faith.
Our Collective Worship aims to:
· Strengthen and support the school community and celebrate each unique individual member

· Give expression to, reaffirm and practise the values of the school community

· Allow reflection and time to respond to fundamental questions of life and those things that are of concern and value to human beings

· Celebrate and give thanks for achievements within the school, the local and international community and occasions of significance, including festivals

· Contribute to the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils

· Foster and enable a concern for the needs of others – a recognition of the vulnerability of self and others

· Provide members of the school community with the opportunity to:

Praise and reach out to God

Experience stillness and quiet

Respond to Christian language and symbolism

Experience a variety of forms of prayer and meditation.  These might include: praise, seeking forgiveness, asking on behalf of self and others and quiet reflection

Helping pupils to understand the nature and purpose of worship 

Provide a foundation for a mature understanding and practice of worship in the future.
Worship is organised in the following way:
Leadership:  Headteacher, Collective Worship Co-ordinator 

Timing:  Daily

Planning:  Throughout the year a range of Collective Worship formats is planned.  A timetable and plan for acts of worship in school is decided for staff and governors at the beginning of each term.  Collective Worship themes for each term are based on ‘The Church’s Year’ and Bible themes in close collaboration with Clergy.

Monday:  Whole school act of worship in hall led by Revd Jo Neary, Priest with the Beaminster Team

Tuesday:  Headteacher-led whole school assembly; in addition each class leads one special assembly per term; teams of KS2 pupils may also lead assembly.

Wednesday: Whole school assembly led by Music Co-ordinator: following theme through singing and prayer

Thursday: Reflection time in class:

Foundation Stage and KS1 led by Reception and KS1 teachers

KS2 reflection time using Salisbury Diocese reflection diaries, led by KS2 teachers 

Friday: Celebration assembly led by Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher, to which parents and governors are invited.

Acts of worship in school are recorded and evaluated to see how worship is delivered and received.  This is achieved by asking a Priest, teacher or children to reflect on the worship and these evaluations are part of the ongoing monitoring of Collective Worship.

Visitors leading assemblies are given instructions concerning age and ability of pupils, purpose of occasion and appropriate delivery (content and material used).  Each visitor is carefully considered by the Headteacher and Collective Worship Co-ordinator in terms of suitability and a member of staff is always present during the assembly.  Visitors may include parents, charity representatives, clergy from other denominations, advisers, colleagues.

During the year, special services are held in Salway Ash Church.  Other services take place in the school hall led by Beaminster Team clergy and the local PCC.  The main festivals observed are Harvest, Christingle, Christmas and Easter, sometimes marked by services and/or school productions.

It is the school’s policy to encourage and maintain links with the local church and village community.  Acts of collective worship provide a strong basis on which to build these links.
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